
Broom chasing and how to prevent it- works with mops, rakes, vacuum, etc. 

Goal: puppy remains stationary and focuses on you and not the broom 

Be sure to prevent the puppy from practicing unwanted behaviors if you don’t have time to 
train. Put the pup in a crate, pen, other room, or wait until the pup is soundly napping before 
you sweep.  
Focus on me: 
 Start with the puppy tethered or behind a pen/gate so they are not doing unwanted 

behaviors while your hands are full of broom and treats. Hold the broom still and wait for 
the pup to look away from the broom and toward your face. Mark and reward that. Doesn’t 
matter what the pup is doing with his body (sit, stand, down, moving) just focus on where 
the pup’s eyes are. 

 Note: if the puppy is barking at the broom due to past associations, you’ll need to start by 
marking moments of quiet before working on the step above. You might need to lean the 
broom against a chair to get it out of your hands and keep it completely still at first. Then 
gradually work up to being able to touch the broom, then hold the handle. It can help to 
work on this after the pup has had exercise and is better able to settle. 

 When the pup keeps looking at you and not the broom, move the broom a tiny bit. 
Mark/reward eye contact with you. Repeat until the puppy maintains or quickly regains 
eye contact even when you make the broom briefly move a tiny bit. 

 Now keep the broom smoothly in motion, but only a small amount of movement (Can 
stop the broom to deliver treats). 

 Make tiny sweep movements- sweep, pause, sweep, pause 
 Gradually make the broom move more and more like you are sweeping as the pup shows 

he can keep his focus on you and not the broom. Quick glances at the broom are fine. 
 Gradually add your movement/duration (to sweep other places on the floor) 
Stay on your place: 
 Start by working through the “go to your mat/place” training until the pup has a solid 

understanding of staying on the mat so you can focus on the eye contact behavior. 
 Work through the steps above with the puppy on his mat. If the puppy breaks off the mat, 

lift/hold the broom out of reach and as still as possible. If you work just outside a 
pen/gate, you can put the broom behind the barrier until the pup goes back to the mat. 

Vacuum: 
 Work through the steps above with the vacuum off. 
 Start again at the beginning, but have the vac in another room when you turn it on. Get eye 

contact with the pup tethered or confined. 
 Gradually set the running vacuum closer and closer to the pup that is tethered/confined 

and reward eye contact with you when you stand next to it. 
 Gradually add movement and reward eye contact with you. 
 Then work through the steps with the pup on his mat 
Rakes and other yard equipment: 
 Work through the steps above. Only difference is that you’ll be outside, so more chance 

for other distractions. You could work through the steps inside first. Start over outside. 
 


